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altogether wonderful, both in the contrivance and
, execution; and he is so happy in his perspective, and
marking his distances at sea, by a progressive series of
ships, vessels, capes, and promontories, that I could not
help thinking I had a distant view of thirty leagues
upon the background of the picture. If there is any
taste for ingenuity left in a degenerate age, fast sinking
into barbarism, this artist, I apprehend, will make a
capital figure, as soon as his works are known.
Two days ago, I was favoured with a visit by Mr,
Fitzowen, who, with great formality, solicited my vote
and interest at the general election. I ought not to
have been shocked at the confidence of this man ;
though it was remarkable, considering what had passed
between him and me on a former occasion. These
visits are mere matter of form, which a candidate
makes to every elector, even to those who, he knows,
are engaged in the interest of his competitor, lest he
should expose himself to the imputation of pride, at a
time when it is expected he should appear humble.
Indeed, I know nothing so abject as the behaviour of
a man canvassing for a seat in parliament. This mean
prostration (to borough electors especially) has, I
imagine, contributed in a great measure to raise that
spirit of insolence among the vulgar, which, like the
devil, will be found very difficult to lay. Be that as it
may, I was in some confusion at the effrontery of
Fitzowen; but I soon recollected myself, and told
faim, I had not yet determined for whom I should
give my vote, nor whether I should give it for any.
The truth is, I look upon both candidates in the same
Bght; and should think myself a traitor to the con-
stitiuiQn t>f my country, if I voted for either. If every
elector would bring the same consideration home to his
conscience, we should not have such reason to exclaim
the venality of p------ts. But we are all a